REMARKS 

The issues outstanding in the Office Action mailed June 29, 2007, are the objection to 
the claims, and the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, §102 and §103. Reconsideration of the 
above issues, in view of the following discussion, is respectfully requested. 

At the outset, the examiner is thanked for indicating the withdrawal of the Restriction 
Requirement, and the subsequent examination of all claims, for the notation that the 
Information Disclosure Statement has been reviewed, and moreover, for indicating the 
allowability of claims 6-8, 10, 13 and 14. 

Objection to the Claims 

Claim 4 has been cancelled, as being redundant. Thus, this objection is moot, and 
withdrawal thereof is respectfully requested. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112 

The examiner is thanked for noting the typographical and grammatical errors at pages 
3 and 4 of the Office Action. Appropriate clarifying amendments have been made. These 
amendments do not change the scope of the claims. Withdrawal of these rejections is 
therefore respectfully requested. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103 

The Office Action indicates that claim 6-8, 10 and 13-14 are allowable. Claim 1 has 
been amended in order to incorporate the features of claim 6, and claims 8, 10, 13 and 14 
have been placed in independent form. Thus, it is submitted that all the claims of the 
application are now in condition for allowance and passage to issue is respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, he is cordially invited to 
telephone the undersigned at the number below. 

No fees, other than the 1 -Month Extension of Time and the fee for 2 additional 
independent claims, both paid herewith, is believed to be due with this Amendment. 



7 



MERCK-3016 



However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated 
with this response or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-3402. 



MILLEN, WHITE, ZELANO 

& BRANIGAN, P.C. 
Arlington Courthouse Plaza 1, Suite 1400 
2200 Clarendon Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
Telephone: (703) 243-6333 
Facsimile: (703) 243-6410 

Attorney Docket No. : MERCK-30 1 6 

Date: November 28, 2007 

HBS/jqs 

K:\Mcrck\3000 -3999\3016\Amend and Reply filed 1 l-28-07.doc 



Respectfully submitted, 




Harry B. Shubin, Reg. No. 32,004 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



8 



MERCK-30 16 



